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Keeping holiday 
weight gain in check 


The Oklahoma Medical 
Research Foundation offers 
tips for getting through the 
holiday dinners. 
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baini with DA group contract 
faces legal challenges in 2 states 


An image from a proposal submitted to the Oklahoma Dis- 
trict Attorneys Council by the company Gatso USA shows a 
license plate-scanning unit. The company has a contract to 


catch uninsured drivers in the state. [PHOTO PROVIDED] 


BY BRIANNA BAILEY 
Staff Writer 
bbailey@oklahoman.com 


A private national 
company with a lucra- 
tive contract to catch 
uninsured drivers in 
Oklahoma using license- 
plate scanning cameras 
faces legal challenges in 
at least two other states 
for alleged breaches of 
motorists’ civil rights. 

Plaintiffs in lawsuits 
in Florida and Iowa have 
accused cities of trying to 
outsource police powers 


to the Massachusetts- 
based traffic camera 
company Gatso USA. The 
company is a subsidiary 
of the Swedish transna- 
tional corporation Sensys 
Gatso Group. 

Gatso USA has signed 
a deal worth millions of 
dollars with the Okla- 
homa District Attorneys 
Council to catch unin- 
sured motorists with 
license plate scanners 
across the state. The pro- 
gram was created by a 
state law enacted in 2016. 

Uninsured motorists 


TOP: Jesus House workers add more frozen turkeys for the nonprofit’s annual Thanksgiving food basket distribu- 
tion on Monday. ABOVE: A woman thanks a volunteer as she accepts a sack of groceries during the Thanksgiving 
food basket distribution on Monday at the Jesus House, 1335 W Sheridan Road. More photos from the food basket 
distribution can be found on Page A10. [PHOTOS BY JIM BECKEL, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


FROM STAFF REPORTS 


will get a letter in the mail 
notifying them they are 
required to carry insur- 
ance and charging each 
a $184 fee. In addition, 
motorists can also enter 
into a deferred prosecu- 
tion agreement with the 
state, requiring them to 
obtain insurance. 

The company will 
receive $80 from each 
uninsured motorist for 
the first two years of the 
contract, dropping to $68 
after five years, accord- 
ing to a copy of the con- 
tract. 


The District Attorneys 
Council’s cut is $84 per 
uninsured motorist and 
the rest of the money will 
go into a state pension 
fund for law enforcement 
and administrative costs. 

Gatso USA estimates 
its contract with Okla- 
homa is worth $2 million, 
according to a company 
news release. The com- 
pany did not respond to 
The Oklahoman’s phone 
or email questions about 
the new contract. 


SEE CONTRACT, 2A 


Transgender 
woman wins $1M in 
discrimination case 


BY KYLE SCHWAB 
Staff Writer 
kschwab@oklahoman.com 


Ajury Monday awarded 
a transgender woman 
more than $1 million 
after finding South- 
eastern Oklahoma State 
University wrongfully 
denied her tenure. 

The former English 
professor, Rachel Tudor, 
54, alleged the school in 
Durant and the Regional 
University System of 
Oklahoma had violated 
her civil rights. She 
was terminated in 2011 
and now lives in Plano, 
Texas. 
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Rachel Tudor 


The jury of six women 
and two men chose to 
award Tudor $1,165,000 
in damages after a week- 
long trial in Oklahoma 
City federal court. 


SEE TUDOR, 2A 


Gov. Mary 
Fallin 
vetoes 
most 

of the 
budget 
bill law- 
makers 
approved 
during 
special 
session. 
[PHOTO 
PROVIDED] 


Fallin’s veto leaves 
‘unanswered questions’ 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 


rozen turkeys and all the 
E fixings for a Thanksgiv- ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 
ing meal were given away 
on Monday as part of the Jesus 
House’s annual Thanksgiving 
food basket distribution at 1335 
W Sheridan. 

The nonprofit provides the food 
for some of the metro-area’s 
neediest families. 

Food baskets will be distributed 


When asked what the 
Oklahoma Legislature 
might do after Gov. Mary 
Fallin line-item vetoed 
the product of its eight- 
week special session, 
House Floor Leader Jon 
Echols struggled to give 


STANDOFF 


A man and his dog wait outside the Jesus House where free frozen 


again beginning at 8 a.m. Tuesday 
until the designated supplies are 


exhausted. 


Prior to the distribution, the 


an answer. 

“I don’t think anybody 
really understands what 
the intent of this is,” said 


three agencies that have 
a critical health care mis- 
sion. She signed enough 
of the bill to send some 


Jesus House sought donations Echols, R-Oklahoma money to the Depart- 
of turkeys, hams, boxed stuffing City. “There’s a lot of ment of Mental Health 
mix, canned vegetables, instant unanswered questions and Substance Abuse 
mashed potatoes and other items here.” Services, the Oklahoma 
to ensure that low-income fami- It appears that her veto Health Care Authority 


turkeys and other items are distributed on Monday as part of the 
nonprofit’s annual Thanksgiving food basket give-away event. 


lies may have a warm holiday meal. 


leaves the state short 
$110 million this year 
instead of $215 million, 
which mostly affected 


and the Department of 
Human Services. 


SEE VETO, 2A 
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